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Both Rana El Chaer and Elie Sfeir, Hotel Management  students at AUT, won first 
prize at the Best Sandwich competition organized by HORECA and got rewarded 
by Boecker for Food Safety and the French Culinary Arts Association.
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Dear Readers,

With the Academic Year 2014- 2015 coming to its end, I would 
like to poise with you over the past months and the developments 
that took place at the American University of Technology.
The most visible of developments is of course the ongoing 
construction of the Agora building: the completion of the 
three floors (5670sqm) of the Agora complex will provide 
space for 22 new classrooms, offices, conference rooms 
and outdoors and indoors auditoriums.
Development goes hand in hand with training that I am 
proud to say that this year several teams of AUT staff and 
faculty were fortunate to take both in and outside Lebanon.
•	 Higher management attended the 39th Annual POD 

conference on the theme of Leverage that was held in 
Dallas, Texas at the Intercontinental Dallas, November 5-9.

•	 Senior staff of the Registrar, Admissions, Student Affairs 
and Student Success offices attended the AACRAO 
Conference on the theme of SEM (Student Enrollment 
Management) that was held in Los Angeles in October.

•	 Representatives from the Registrar and Admissions, IT 
and Business offices attended the Ellucian Live Middle East 
2014 in Dubai where more than 500 participants from over 
75 regional Higher Education Institutions came together to 
discover new ideas, develop new insights and design the 
latest approaches to help education move forward.

•	 The VPAA attended the first annual accreditation conference 
for Europe, Middle East and Arab World, organized by 
AACSB that took place in Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 
This was the first step to launch the accreditation process 
for the School of Business at AUT.

•	 The IT office attended the NetACad 2015 Forum organized 
by the Lebanese University Cisco Networking Academy in 
Beirut on the theme “Linking Academy Graduates With 
The Job Market", June 10 - 11.

Development also means improvement, such as the 
renovation of AUT’s cafeteria, now named Freemen’s and 

whose Chef has enriched the menu in more than one 
way, and on the other hand by upgrading the network 
infrastructure and wireless internet as well as moving into 
the virtualization and cloud-based computing in addition to 
teleconferencing - dedicated classrooms.
As for the Academic development, AUT introduced the 
MOODLE application which will serve students and faculty 
in many ways, on both academic and administrative levels.
This year, our efforts for cooperation with international 
universities were crowned by the MOU signed with AASTMT 
(Arab Academy for Science Technology & Maritime 
Transport, Egypt) in the field of Logistics and Maritime 
Transport. They allowed about 10 of our students to live an 
unforgettable experience when they travelled to Alexandria 
and attended courses for one week.
Even more exceptional is the agreement with the University 
of London/LSE- London School of Economics and Political 
Science, which has granted us the privilege of offering two of 
its most prestigious degrees with AUT’s School of Business 
in Lebanon (the UoL/LSE BSc Degrees in Banking & Finance 
and Business & Management).
Moreover, AUT is offering its students joint courses with 
Babson College in the USA, one of the US leading universities 
in the field of Entrepreneurship.
Our continuous effort always targets supporting students on 
financial aid to receive more funding especially from Alumni 
to enlarge endowments.
Last but not least, Congratulations and heartfelt wishes 
for the Graduating Class of 2015 and hope to receive your 
brothers and sisters next year to grow the AUT Family.

Wishing you all a joyful and relaxing summer time!

Ghada Hinain

Word from The President
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Over 170 people attended two 
presentations on the largest cause of 
doctors’ visits- back pain- organized by 
Jbeil Universal Lions Club at AUT. The 
audience was introduced to the great 
health risks posed by heavy school 
back packs to young children and to the 
main causes of adult back pain by two 
medical doctors invited specially by the 
Jbeil Universal Lions Club.

AWARENESS
PRESENTATIONS

ON BACK PAIN BY LIONS CLUB

REINTEGRATE
EVERY

PERSON WITH 
DISABILITY

Awareness Conference by AUT and the Lions Clubs.
In its commitment to community service, AUT organized a conference to spread 
awareness on the rights of disabled people, in collaboration with Jbeil Universal 
Lions Club and Kaslik Marine Lions Club. Speakers were Dr Nawaf Kabbara, 
special advisor to the Minister of Social Affairs and Dr Ibrahim Abdallah, faculty 
member at Al Kafaat University. 
Kabbara, himself suffering from disability for over 16 years spoke of the need for 
people with disabilities to be pro-active, seek solutions and fight for their rights.  Dr 
Ibrahim developed a model that is current in the US that consists in establishing 
regional centers that rent special equipment to people with disabilities so that 
access to equipment is made easier and more widespread.  Dr Ibrahim had vision 
impairment and is very involved in finding adapted assistive technology.
AUT’s Dean of Applied Sciences Dr. Najib Haddad detailed the law pertaining to 
people with disabilities pointing to the lack of implementation of the law and thus 
the difficulties faced by people with disabilities in their daily lives.

•	 Awareness Presentations on Back Pain
•	 Reintegrate Every Person with Disability
•	 Tunisian Moments at AUT
•	 Christmas Festivities
•	 Blood Drive
•	 Karaoke Competition on Campus
•	 Tv Journalist Ziad Njeim - on Media & Ethics
•	 Father Fady Tabet on Divorce
•	 SKOUN on Drug Awareness
•	 Social Media and Relational Risks
•	 Entrepreneurship Club

•	 Transport & Logistics Symposium
•	 BLOM Shabeb Workshop
•	 Domestic Tourism in Lebanon Conference
•	 Damianos Kattar at Halat Campus

 Activities On Campus



CIRCUS
The tallest man in the world 
and many weird attractions 
at AUT Halat.

CHRISTMAS 
SPIRIT ON 
CAMPUS
Every year on Christmas, AUT Family 
(students, faculty and staff) hosts orphan 
kids from the St. Charbel School in Harissa. 
More than 175 kids enjoyed a festive day at 
AUT: Circus, acrobats, the tallest man in the 
world, food, music and much more were on 
the menu to celebrate the season.   

BLOOD DRIVE
Donner Sang Compter conducted a 
blood drive on Halat Campus. Students 
and their professors proudly donated!

TUNISIAN
MOMENTS AT AUT
Tunisia was under the spotlight at AUT on two occasions. 
First a lecture by Tunisian Ambassador Hatem Essaiem on 
women rights in Tunisia allowed students to discover an 
aspect of the country they did not know of. Women acquired 
many rights there since the early 50’s and this made Tunisia 
a unique case in the Arab world. Divorce, employment, 
monogamy were the issues debated with Essaiem who also 
introduced Tunisia as a major tourist destination.
The second occasion to discover Tunisia was through 
cuisine. The private chef of the Tunisian Ambassador 
teamed up with AUT instructor and manager of O de Mer 
restaurant in Byblos, Nabih Srour, to prepare Tunisian 
delicacies like couscous, shakshuka and bricks to over 200 
school principals and friends of AUT. Respective words by 
Ambassador Essaiem and AUT VP Marcel Hinain underlined 
the historical links that tie Lebanon to Tunisia and the need 
to promote bilateral tourism between the two countries.
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TV JOURNALIST ZIAD NJEIM
AT AUT ON MEDIA AND ETHICS
Known for his directness and transparency in the media field, Dr Ziad Njeim addressed AUT 
students on ethics in media and on his view of how the media has evolved in Lebanon since 
the 70s. His presentation was attended by over 80 students and faculty and was moderated 
by AUT faculty Antoine Francis. Njeim spoke of the necessity to report facts as objectively as 
possible and avoid subjectivity that can lead to divisions within the society especially in the 
current  situation. Njeim underlined the importance of acquiring strong general culture as a 
success ingredient in journalism, criticizing today’s star system in the media world based on 
superficial values and financial interest. Students then engaged in a debate with Njeim and 
tackled issues of freedom of the press and censorship.

KARAOKE
COMPETITION ON CAMPUS

A singing competition took place on campus between students, staff and faculty.
Many talents were discovered and not only from the students’ side.

Definitely a moment to remember and a rematch is soon to take place! 

The winners are: Zeina Boulos (1st place), Nadim Chlela & Elie Sfeir (2nd place)
and Joanne Koreh (3rd place)



SOCIAL MEDIA
& RELATIONAL 
RISKS
PR Jeannine Mercer from State 
University of New York held a 
workshop at AUT in January on 
the dangers of social media and 
cyber bullying. Mercer explained 
how a growing number of people 
are exposed to those cyber dangers 
and how they become victims 
perpetrators of cyber crime, which 
can result in depression, drug use 
and even suicide.

Students discovered and debated 
means to combat this specific 
societal problem.

SKOUN: 
DRUG
PREVENTION 
PEERNET 
PROGRAM
Skoun is a non-profit, Lebanese 
organization and an outpatient 
therapeutic facility in Lebanon 
that offers prevention and 
treatment to drug users.

Students from all departments 
joined this 3-day workshop on how 
to spread awareness on campus 
about drugs and addictions and 
on how to start campaigns for 
this matter aiming at highlighting 
reduction of harm caused by 
drug use. Students were also 
introduced to the legal side of the 
matter in order to have the full 
scope of the Lebanese case.

FATHER
FADY TABET
ON DIVORCE
The main causes of divorce among young couples 
were debated by Father Fady Tabet with parents 
of school and university students on February 
23, 2015. Blame was placed on the excessive 
use of social media and the deterioration of 
ethics and values in the society. Father Tabet, an 
accomplished actor, drama teacher and theater 
playwright, is in constant touch with the young 
generation and dedicates a large amount of his 
time to advising and spiritual guidance.
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP AT AUT: 
Jolityres Steals The Show
The first initiative of the AUT Entrepreneurship Club was the creation of Jolityres, a 
company started by AUT students in order to join the Injaz competition. Students 
recycled tires that were thrown away and transformed them into beautiful 
household products like furniture and home accessories as well as playgrounds. 
Students, conscious of their community service role, decided to work with 
children NGO in order to integrate them into this initiative so they feel they are 
active participants in society.
The Jolityres project was shown on MTV Fresh Minds and interviews with 
students were also conducted on Fame FM and Jaras Scoop. All media planning 
was the responsibility of student Jessica Matar.
This club has four executive officers for the year 2015. Georges Atallah coordinator, 
Rouhi Aalameldin, secretary, Pamela Aslan, financial office and Elias Rizk, events 
planner. The instructor of Entrepreneurship serves as their mentor.

ministries, the need to integrate the 
WTO and the obstacles to funding 
projects.
The seaports perspectives were 
developed by executives from Beirut 
and Tripoli ports and the difference in 
status between both was underlined 
by Ahmad Tamer of Tripoli Port who 
demanded fair treatment for his port 
and pledged that revenues from the 
free zone around the Port zone would 
finance all development projects for 
the city of Tripoli.
The economic impact on the city 
of Tripoli of a free logistics center 
around the port of Tripoli was detailed 
by Mr Toufic Dabboussi, President of 
the Chamber of Commerce Industry 
and Agriculture for Tripoli and the 
North who gave figures related to job 
creations and revenues generated by 
such a zone.
An interesting comparison with the 
activities of local ports was given 
by Admiral Hassan Matbouly, vice-
president of the Alexandria Port 
Authority. Plans for enlarging both 
ports in Alexandria were exposed 
by Matbouly with emphasis on the 
passengers’ terminal that would not 
be limited to incoming tourists but 
serve as entertainment zone for the 
residents as well.

In line with the tripod model followed 
at AUT, the department of External 
Relations organized a symposium 
on the impact of the development 
of logistics centers on the Lebanese 
economy with the country’s top 
stakeholders and foreign guests. The 
symposium, meant to introduce AUT 
Transport Management students 
to the industry up close, was held 
in collaboration with the Ministry 
of Public Works and Transport and 
examined the sector of logistics 
from the public and private 
perspectives and allowed seaports 
executives to voice their concerns 
to an audience made up of industry 
professionals, journalists and AUT 
students and faculty.
The public sector was represented 
by the Director General of Land and 
Maritime Transport Mr Abdel Hafiz 
Kaissy, the Ministry of Finance, the 
Ministry of Trade and Economy 
and the Lebanese Customs. The 
interventions responded to a 
strong opening statement by An 
Nahar journalist Sabine Oweiss 
who addressed severe criticism to 
the Ministry of Public Works and 
Transport, setting the tone to a very 
lively session. The audience learned 
of the plans prepared by the relevant 

TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS 
SYMPOSIUM AT AUT:
Joining WTO Seen as Necessity

BLOM SHABEB 
WORKSHOP:
Build Your CV and 
Ace Your Interview
Blom Shabeb represented by its HR 
department conducted a workshop 
gathering most of the students 
around the topic of job interviews: its 
preparation from building CVs (what to 
include and what not to mention), how 
to avoid stress before an interview, 
how to come dressed for it and how 
to follow up with the interviewer once 
done all aiming at letting students know 
the tips to landing them jobs from the 
interviewer side.



At the initiative of External Relations 
at AUT a debate around the theme of 
domestic tourism and the best ways 
to promote it was held on campus in 
Halat in the presence of Minister of 
Tourism Michel Pharaon.

AUT had lined up a panel of experts 
in tourism including Professor 
Francois Velas, Dean of Economics of 
International Tourism at Université de 
Toulouse, the Head of the Federation 
of Tourism Institutions Pierre Ashkar 
who delegated Mr Nizar Alouf and the 
President of the Syndicate of Beach 
Resorts Jean Beyrouthi. Also invited to 
speak was Byblos Municipality President 
Ziad Hawat who presented his city as a 
model of domestic tourism success.
Velas spoke of the importance of 
domestic tourism in the world economy 
showing figures that revealed that this 
tourism represents- in terms of financial 
revenues- income three times larger 
than that generated by international 
tourism and went on to detail the cases 
of France, China and the USA.
For Velas, domestic tourism is an 
essential step in the development of 
international tourism and it relies on 
several pillars: cultural tourism, senior 
citizens tourism, urban and shopping 
tourism, health and wellness tourism. 
For domestic tourism to expand there 
is a need for low cost lodging and the 
speakers debated what types of hotels 
and motels were needed so that resident 
families can afford several stays outside 
their homes to increase the volume 
of domestic tourism. All participants 

agreed that one major impediment 
to the rise in domestic tourism was 
the inadequacy of the transport 
infrastructure and the instability of the 
security situation in the region.

In his word, Beyrouthi pointed to the need 
of solving the environmental issues that 
constantly affect beach resorts, insisting 
that only the private sector was finding 
solutions for better tourism.
Byblos Municipality President Ziad 
Hawat pointed to the contribution 
of the Byblos Festival to the rise in 
domestic tourism in his city and cited 
other initiatives like the Christmas tree 
attraction that got over 700000 visitors 
to the city and to the Women’s Run held 
with Beirut Marathon and insisted that 
his success was due to the involvement 
of the city’s residents and their active 
participation in the efforts deployed by 
the municipal council.
The Minister of Tourism Michel 
Pharaon spoke of the efforts of his 
team to break down Lebanon into 25 
zones and assign experts to study 
factors of tourism improvement 
for each zone in collaboration with 
the relevant municipal councils. He 
also has asked experts from various 
specialties to develop plans for 
improvement of expatriate tourism, 
religious tourism, health and wellness 
tourism and cultural tourism. He 
thanked AUT for organizing the 
conference which got together 
tourism operators and stakeholders 
from various parts of Lebanon around 
a world authority like Velas.

DOMESTIC TOURISM IN
LEBANON: AUT Creates a Buzz

DAMIANOS 
KATTAR
AT HALAT 
CAMPUS
Logistics, Finance and Computer Science: 
3 Sectors With Rise in Employment

In a presentation given at AUT on 
March 18, 2015, former Minister of 
Finance Damianos Kattar spoke of 
the job trends in the Middle East and 
Africa and described the results of his 
research to an audience made up of 
senior and graduate students as well 
as educational figures of the Jbeil 
area. Among the sectors that witness 
a significant rise in employment in the 
next 10 years are finance sub specialties, 
logistics and computer science (web 
and phone app development mainly). 
For Kattar, success in business is 
largely connected to a masterful 
finance policy and honest accounting. 
He exhorted students to adopt strict 
ethical lines in their business practice 
and not seek money alone but rather 
success which is bound to bring about 
financial gains.
Kattar also spoke of the rise in 
employment in the logistics industry as 
international trade is on a similar rise. He 
also insisted that computer science is 
on the comeback in terms of jobs due to 
the multiplication of software-operated 
devices being created and sold.
He also answered questions on the 
focal point in employment, as he 
believes the Arab Gulf will remain a 
major employer in the next decade.
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 Academic News

DIGITAL HUMANITY
CONFERENCE AT AUB
The Conference took place at AUB and was organized by the Digital Humanity 
Institute of Beirut. It lasted from March 2nd to 7th 2015. On March 4th AUT 
FAH Students that are following the Cultural Heritage Management course 
participated along with teachers Dragana Broz and Maroun Azouri, to the 
workshop “Digitizing Lebanon and the Arab World”. The five main topics 
discussed in the workshop were:
- “The Al-Adab Digitization Project” (Basma Chebani, Elie Kahale, AUB Library)
- “The Making of an Archive in Lebanon: the Phoenix Center”(Joseph Moukarzel, USEK)
- “Digitizing Architecture of the Arab World” (George Arbid, AUB)
- “Arabic Sound” (Kamal Kassar, AMAR)
- “Remediating the Image” (Charbel Saad, Arab Image Foundation) 

Students were introduced to the main digital methodology in dealing with 
Cultural Heritage. There were many new concepts and aspects that our 
students had the opportunity to get involved with. They had great appreciation 
in being exposed to innovative aspects of digital database creation and use of 
new technologies related to culture.

AUT Students Discover 3D Printing!
On Saturday February 28, the Interior 
Design department at AUT organized 
a trip for students and faculty to visit 
Dabbous Printing in Beirut for the launch 
of their commercial 3D printing press. 
The owner, Nabil Dabbous, explained the 
process and shared several examples 
of products already produced using 
the new equipments. Product Design 
students will be collaborating with 
Dabbous Printing in the future to execute 
their own 3D designs

Interior design 
Students Visit
Dabbous 
Printing

•	 FAS 1ST Assembly
•	 AUT Visits LONDON
•	 Dr. Keith Sharp, Director of UoL/LSE
•	 Let your Family Eat Safe
•	 International Experience
•	 AASTMT Affiliation

•	 Interior Design Students Visit Dabbous Printing
•	 Digital Humanity Conference at AUB
•	 ROB ROMBOUT Filmmaking Documentary
•	 Film Director NICCOLO CASTELLI
•	 Universite Paris 1 Pantheon - Sorbonne at AUT
•	 GEORGES KHABBAZ Visits Students
•	 LFA Cinematography Workshop
•	 Interior Design Jury Presentation
•	 Arab Ecology & Science Club
•	 Water Intrusion Conference
•	 World Diabetes Day
•	 Phoenix Project

FACULTY OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES



ROB ROMBOUT
Filmmaking Documentary
AUT hosted for the second time the internationally acclaimed Dutch filmmaker 
Rob Rombout. Mr Rombout led a one week workshop in documentary 
filmmaking with second year AUT audiovisual students who wrote and directed 
“Kasaed Khamrya” a short collective film about the passion for wine in Lebanon. 
The film was shown in a special screening alongside student projects from 
the DocNomads international Masters program, including AUT alumnus Tarek 
Raffoul’s award winning short film Red Green Blue which was completed in the 
DocNomads program in Hungary.
AUT signed an MOU with Universite Paris 1 Pantheon -  Sorbonne 
and DocNomads ensuring high academic level and opportunity for its 
students to join international festivals and competitions.
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GEORGES KHABBAZ
VISITS STUDENTS

LFA
CINEMA-
TOGRAPHY 
WORKSHOP
The students of the audiovisual 
department attended a workshop 
in cinematography at the Lebanese 
Film Academy in Beirut

The workshop was led by instructors 
from the Institut National Supérieur 
des Arts du Spectacle (INSAS), Belgium.

In this intensive five day workshop, 
AUT students learned all the major 
aspects of camera work. They had 
the opportunity to operate state-
of-the-art equipment (cameras, 
lenses, tripods...), as well as being 
introduced to the ultimate color 
grading software.

Famous Lebanese actor, writer and 
director Mr. Georges Khabbaz was a 
guest speaker at American University 
of Technology. He presented the 
students a lecture about one of his 
role models, the great actor and 
director Charlie Chaplin.

The students of the class of History 
of Film had the chance to discuss 
with Mr Khabbaz his vision of comedy 
and his overall opinions about the 
Lebanese cultural sphere as well as 
the emerging Lebanese cinema.

FILM
DIRECTOR 
NICCOLO 
CASTELLI
On the occasion of the Italian 
cultural month, American University 
of Technology, in collaboration with 
the Swiss Embassy in Lebanon, 
had the privilege of premiering 
the Swiss Italian film "Tutti Giù" 
in the presence of the director of 
the film Mr. Niccolò Castelli.

Mr. Castelli spent the day with 
AUT audiovisual students, with 
whom he shared his experience 
as a young filmmaker, and 
answered their questions about 
the film business in Europe and 
possible future collaboration.

Jose Moure - Universite Paris 1
Pantheon - Sorbonne at AUT
The audiovisual department at the American University of Technology in 
collaboration with the French Institute in Beirut organized a conference in which 
professors and researchers from Université Paris 1 Panthéon - Sorbonne, 
Saint-Joseph University, Académie Libanaise des Beaux Arts and the American 
University of Technology shared their views about the theory of cinema with 
attendees coming from several Lebanese universities.

Professor José Moure, director of the Arts Department at Université Paris 1, and 
PhD Students Guillaume Robillard and Leila Charadi, who were in Lebanon upon 
AUT’s invitation, attended some of the classes and shared their experiences 
with the students.

FACULTY OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES



INTERIOR
DESIGN JURY
PRESENTATION
Every year, Interior Design students 
present their final projects in front 
of a panel of professionals from and 
outside the university.

Projects include working with 
recyclable materials.   
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The mission of the AESC-Network is 
to provide opportunities for school 
students to become directly involved 
in a variety of projects and initiatives 
launched by AESC-AUT pertaining 
to environmental awareness and 
promotion of responsible individuals 
to improve the status of Environmental 
Health in Lebanon and the Arab world, 
as well as, to conduct projects and 
initiatives pertaining to overweight 
and obesity in schools. The club’s 
activities include community services, 
environmental workshops/ awareness 
sessions, environmental projects and 
initiatives, screenings for community, 
debates and field trips. The AESC 
Annual Agenda will focus on three 
main themes (Water Resources, 
Environmental Health and Nutrition/
Obesity in Schools).

Water Quality Initiative is a program to 
monitor the quality of drinkable water at 
schools and its community. The Water 
Resource Department will organize 
scheduled visits to schools where the 
AESC-Network is established. The 
members will conduct an assessment 
for the quality of Drinkable Water on 
premises. In addition, students will be 
asked to bring water from their homes 
to be assessed with data collected 
about the location, source, and time they 
obtained the water. The municipality 
where the school is operating will be 
invited to participate in the water quality 
activity conducted. A lecture on water 
quality will be delivered by AESC-AUT 
and shared with the AESC-Network, 

Arab Ecology
& Science Club (AESC)

WATER
INTRUSION
CONFERENCE
The problem of seawater intrusion 
leading to years of war with illegal 
water drainage in the capital depleted 
our underground water, and caused 
the seawater to push its way into the 
fresh water aquifers. The severity of the 
problem was never addressed publicly, 
due to the sensitivity of the topic and the 
impact it has on the community from 
economic and health perspectives. 

The water resources department at 
AUT addressed this problem to the 
school students in a lecture that took 
place at AUT-Issam Fares Auditorium. 
Results of a survey conducted by 
AUT researchers showed the high 
level of salt in our fresh-underground 
water wells, especially in the southern 
suburbs of Beirut, where the salinity 
level is equivalent to seawater salinity. 

The school students took the message 
to their school administration to be 
shared with their municipalities. This 
lecture and the information revealed 
show the role of the university as a 
community developer and educator.

which will be disseminated to the 
schools' community. Another visit to 
the school will be scheduled to identify 
the sources of pollution from the 
network using Geographic Information 
System (GIS) to map the sources for 
AESC-Network.
Reforestation Initiative & Greening is a 
project for reforestation of mountains 
and municipality public places in 
collaboration with the United States 
Forest Service (USFS) and the 
Lebanese Reforestation Initiative (LRI), 
organizations funded by USAID. This 
initiative will include two activities of 
reforestation per year, and also include 
a training and workshop session 
conducted by USFS in collaboration with 
AUT. In addition, educational material 
will be shared with the AESC-Network 
for awareness and guidance.
Nutrition and Obesity Research and 
Evaluation Network (NOREN) is a project 
to assess obesity and overweight 
trends in school students. The project 
is in coordination with the Blue Caravan 
Project, where the students will run 
assessments on overweight trends, 
and screen individuals for predisposing 
factors for diabetes. Also, NOREN will 
facilitate Fresh Food Days at schools, 
where students will be encouraged to 
consume fresh vegetables, fruits and be 
active. The slogan of the campaign is LIVE 
ACTIVE, LIVE FRESH. Dedicated lectures 
will be given by the AESC-Network to their 
fellow students.

The projects are now operational in 52 
schools throughout Lebanon.

FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCES



WORLD DIABETES DAY
BLUE CARAVAN
Every year “World Diabetes Day” unites the global diabetes community to produce 
a powerful voice for diabetes awareness and advocacy, engaging individuals and 
communities to bring the diabetes epidemic into the public spotlight with the media. 
The campaign is a global celebration that brings together millions of people in over 
160 countries to raise awareness of diabetes and advocate for improved diabetes 
care and prevention.
Under the patronage of the Ministry of Health, AUT launched the World Diabetes 
Day with the “BLUE CARAVAN-Diabetes Screening & Awareness Program”, in 
collaboration with the International Diabetes Federation (IDF) and the Lebanese 
Diabetes Society. In its third consecutive year, the program aimed at covering 
11,000 individuals for screening and raising awareness on prevention of diabetes 
and its complication.
Over a period of six months per year, the BLUE CARAVAN team, which includes 
AUT faculty and nutrition students, tests diabetes parameters for the general 
public randomly aged 18 and above from all over the country. The location 
visited included Akar, Tripoli, Zgharta, Koura, Amyoun, Bcharre, Batoun, Chekka, 
Byblos, Jounieh, Antelias, Cornet chahwan, Zalka Jal El Dib, Jdeideh, Tyre, 
Saida, and others. Throughout the process, our nutrition students got exposed 
to an extensive experience in one-on-one consultation with patients, and 
participated in one of the largest social development initiative undertaken by a 
private university in Lebanon.
The success of the campaign was built on the dedicated grassroots efforts of our 
partners in the diabetes representative organizations, healthcare professionals, 
healthcare authorities, individuals who want to make a difference and the media 
partners. Emphasis was put on municipalities, which constituted our local partners 
alongside the schools. Accordingly, the program collaborated with over 40 
municipalities and over 40 schools across the country. 
The preliminary results showed an approximate 17% prevalence for diabetes with a 
substantial percentage of individuals who discovered for the first time they had the 
disease or had predisposing factors to acquire diabetes. This campaign was branded 
under the slogan “AUT CARES”, which is in the core philosophy and strategy of the 
university and part of the social responsibility initiative undertaken by the university. 
As part of the student profile pertaining to AUT, public service and good citizenship 
constitute foundational elements of the process. Accordingly, the nutrition students 
had to participate in a minimum of 10 missions with a potential exposure of almost 
500 individuals. The diversity of individuals they interviewed contributed to enriching 
their personality to become more tolerant and more dedicated citizen.

FAS
1ST ASSEMBLY
Students of the Faculty of Applied Sciences from all AUT campuses gathered 
in Halat campus to take part of the decision making pertaining to the strategic plan of 
the department.
The faculty’s strategy was exposed to the students and their opinion and feedbacks 
were noted for potential adjustment creating the “WE ARE FAS. TOGETHER WE 
GROW MORE SCIENTISTS” unity.

PHOENIX 
PROJECT
The initiative is a joint developmental 
project launched by the Faculty of 
Business Administration and the 
Faculty of Applied Sciences at the 
American University of Technology 
in collaboration with the Municipality 
of Byblos. The multi-disciplinary 
nature of the project necessitated 
the participation of experts from 
the hospitality management sector, 
food safety sector and the water 
quality sector. 
The “Project Quality” is a multi-disciplinary 
project aimed at establishing a quality 
& safety-monitoring scheme for food 
safety and water quality in the Byblos 
region. AUT is providing the consultancy 
service with the human resources 
needed to implement the project over 
a period of one year with guidance 
and legal support by the municipality. 
Twelve students from both faculties 
were selected for the implementation 
of the “Project Quality”. 
The main aim of the project is to establish 
a quality and safety monitoring 
program, where, as a result, Byblos 
town will become fully compliant with 
the standards of water quality and food 
safety in all its facilities. 
A Non-Disclosure Agreement (NDA) 
is signed by all stakeholders to insure 
secrecy of the information obtained. 
Results of surveys and activities will be 
exposed to the media after agreement 
of the two stakeholders.
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LET YOUR FAMILY EAT SAFE
An awareness campaign under the title of  “Let your family eat safe” took place 
at AUT Kousba. This seminar was organized and managed in coordination 
with Boecker. This joint event was a result of the MOU signed with Boecker, 
aiming to raise awareness on one of the most important topics facing the 
Lebanese community. 

Miss Lebanon Saly Greige and around 40 other ladies from the Koura area 
attended the event. Miss Lebanon was welcomed and thanked for her efforts 
to improve the wellbeing of the Lebanese community by supporting such 
community-related campaigns.
After the lunch buffet, the lecture took place and covered several important topics 
such as proper shopping, storage, and cooking practices for the house ladies. 
After the seminar, certificates of attendance were presented to the participants.

Dr. Keith 
Sharp 
[School 
Orientation]
Dr. Keith Sharp, director of 
University of London International 
Programmes / London School 
of Economics (2011 to 2014) 
was at AUT and visited schools 
to assist in promoting the new 
program BSc Banking and 
Finance. AIS students are here 
seen learning about this elite 
program unique to AUT.

AUT VISITS LONDON
Members of AUT’s faculty body attended a symposium by University of London and were invited to attend the graduation 
ceremony of London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) in presence of her Royal Highness the Princess 
Royal Anne, second child and only daughter of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 

FACULTY OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION



INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE
International Experience (HOM 301) is a new course introduced by the Hospitality Management department at AUT. As the 
department always seeks to provide students with outstanding knowledge and exceptional experience, the course aims on 
the one hand to increase the knowledge of our students on tourism - related topics by providing information backed up by 
field trips and on the other hand to expose our students to different cultures and grant them the chance to examine different 
aspects of the hospitality and tourism industry outside Lebanon. 
A group of 16 students accompanied by the coordinator of the hospitality management program traveled to Cyprus.  The 
program of the trip focused on lectures and wine visits in both Nicosia and Limassol. The program included:

•	 A Lecture at the Cyprus Tourism Organization under The Title Of “THE APHRODITE CULTURE ROUTE”. The lecture 
was conducted by Mr. Vakis Loizides who is a senior tourism consultant at the Cyprus Tourism Organization (CTO). A 
rich discussion between the students and Mr. Loizides took place concerning the different components of the tourism 
industry in Cyprus as well as the role of the government and the private sector in the development of this important 
sector that contributes significantly to the GDP of the island. At the end of the lecture, our students received certificates 
of attendance from the Cyprus Tourism Organization. 

•	 Another lecture took place on the same day by Prof Nicos Chrysostomou covering THE HISTORY OF CYRPUS AND 
HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE TOURISM INDUSTRY THROUGHOUT THE AGES.

•	 The program of the first day also included another lecture by Mr. Michael Demosthenous. The title of the lecture was 
“LEADERSHIP IN HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM, BUILDING FUTURE LEADERS”. This lecture addressed the importance 
of leadership in the hospitality and tourism industry and the importance of interpersonal skills in an industry marked by 
a diverse workforce.

•	 The second day, students visited Hadjiantonas Winery in Parekklisia. The visit to the winery started with a tour with Mr. 
Theordoros Hadjiantonas, the owner and general manager of the winery. It must be noted that Hadjiantonas wines won 
several gold medals for the best wines in the world at different wine festivals. After the first tour, students were introduced 
to the process of winemaking and storage guidelines. This trip was concluded by a LECTURE ON THE DIFFERENT WINES 
of Cyprus as well as a session on wine tasting techniques.
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Arab Academy for Science
Technology & Maritime Transport 
(AASTMT) AFFILIATION
Within its Tripod policy that aims at linking each major at the University to a 
foreign university with a forte in the major and to the job market/public sector, 
AUT signed a memorandum of understanding with the Arab Academy for Science 
Technology and Maritime Transport, based in Alexandria and Cairo and founded 
by the Arab League. AASTMT is especially known for its undergraduate and 
graduate programs (Master and PhD) in Logistics and Supply Chain Management 
and is a member of most maritime and logistics association in the world.
To sign the MOU, the President of AASTMT, Dr Ismail Abdel Ghaffar visited Lebanon 

and took part in a special ceremony at AUT placed under the auspices of the 
Minister of Education Mr Elias Bou Saab who delivered a word of encouragement 
and praise through Dr Vera Zaytouni.
 AUT President Ghada Hinain underlined AUT’s achievements in the areas of 
water resources, environment, tourism and design and its interest in supplying 
the job market with graduates in transport and logistics that are prepared for 
success. AUT’s President also spoke of the enrichment to student academic 
acquisition brought over by the interaction with faculty and students of AASTMT 
and vice-versa the MOU stipulates.
AASTMT President in turn spoke of the preponderance the Academy has in the 
field of transport and logistics and of the importance of links with AUT which is 
solidly tied to the business sector in Lebanon and encouraged the faculty and 
students of both universities to explore common projects and mutual visits.
The MOU is not limited to student and faculty exchange but also provides the 
basis for a joint Master degree in Logistics and Supply Chain management as 
well as collaboration in business studies and in media.
The attendance included the Director General of the Ministry of Transport, senior 
administrators at the same Ministry, officials from the seaports in Lebanon and 
representatives of major transport companies, in addition to AUT faculty and students.

FACULTY OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION



LLM PROGRAM
NO NEED TO TRAVEL TO LONDON

Study in Lebanon and Earn an LLM Degree From University of London - UoL

AUT is proud to be offering for the 4th consecutive year, the 
LLM Degree from University of London, a Master’s Degree 
in Laws, to lawyers and non-lawyers who have a degree 
in higher education. The main office for this LLM Support 
Program is at the Beirut Bar Association on the 3rd floor. 
Through this support program, AUT offers support services 
such as advising, aiding with the application process and 
providing evening classes for the LLM Program courses 
at Beit El Mouhami. Whatever academic level you have 
achieved in your education and level of expertise you have 
acquired in your career, this program is a great opportunity 
for you to expand your expertise made necessary by 
globalization and the presence of multinational companies 
in the area. An LLM degree in the specialization of your 
choice, will help you make the change you want in your 
career path, or considerably increase your income level or 
earn the promotion you deserve.

One Program Many Awards
Through this program you can earn the following awards 
from UoL:

1.	 Post Graduate Certificate (5 modules)

2.	 Post Graduate Diploma (10 modules)

3.	 LLM (16 modules)

4.	 Become an Associate Member with the Chamber of 
International Arbitrators- CIARB (8 arbitration modules)

The specializations we offer are the following:

1.	 International Business Law

2.	 Corporate and Commercial Law

3.	 Banking and Finance

4.	 International Dispute Resolution

Program Advantages

•	 You attend  support lectures with LLM professors from 
London so you get the best preparation for the exams

•	 You get all study materials from University of London upon 
enrollment in a module (textbooks, CDs)

•	 You get access to online library resources and legal databases 
(Lexis/ Nexis)

•	 You gain access to forums of discussions that put you in 
touch with other LLM learners around the world

•	 You pay as you go depending on how many modules you 
enroll in

•	 You can cover the whole LLM in one year or take it part time 
in no longer than 5 years

•	 Exams are given in October and May at the British Council

•	 If you fail a module you can take the exam again in the 
next exam session without stopping you from enrolling 
in other modules

•	 You gain a Post Graduate Certificate ( 5 modules completed) 
and a Post Graduate Diploma (10 modules completed) as 
you move towards completing the LLM

LLM Support Lectures

Given at Beit El Mouhami Bldg., Adlieh, Beirut

There are two sessions of instruction per year:

 Winter Session:
In preparation for the May exams
January – February – March – April

 

Summer Session:
In preparation for the October exams
June - July – August – September

Through the LLM Support Office AUT also offers quality 
conferences and professional development workshops 
on up-to-date topics:

•	 FIDIC Module 1 – Contracts

•	 FIDIC Claims – Managing, Defending and Making Claims 
Under FIDIC Contracts

Lawyers and engineers interacted with two FIDIC 
Specialists from the UK: Dr. Taner Dedezade and Fidic 
Claims specialist, Engineer Mr. David Richards.

•	 OIL & GAS – Upstream Contract Drafting

Delivered by worldclass speaker, Jim Bergman, 
consultant to ARAMCO, BP, SHELL, State of Texas and 
State of California

•	 Negotiation Through Mediation

The above workshops met with great success with lawyers 
and other professionals and are given on a regular basis by 
the LLM Support Office

More details about the program can be found on AUT’s 
website - www.aut.edu

Visit the LLM Support Office at the Beirut Bar Association, 
3rd. Floor at the Institute or call (01)427808 or (70)537899  
llmsupportprogram@aut.edu
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LIVE
Directed by: Mina Mikhael
Fantasy animation film about the 
effects of media on society.

VISCERA
Directed by: Rafi Tannous
The point of view of an unborn baby 
inside his mother’s womb while she is 
being abused.

THE TERMITE 
METHOD
Directed by: Joseph Malek
An experimental film about the 
different ways of looking at life

THE MUSTACHE
Directed by: Sandra Boutros
Stop motion animation film about a man trapped in 
a room trying on different mustaches to find his fit.

ZEKRAYAT 
NAJLA
Directed by: Veronica Jabbour
A documentary about memories, space, time 
and motherhood

RAT
Directed by:
Rafi Tannous & Pamela Khadra
A fantasy about the side effects that happened 
to a girl who was mistakenly tested on in a lab 
for medicine that usually tests rats.

FIREFLY
STUDENT FILM 
SCREENING NIGHT
Firefly Night at AUT was a night dedicated to screening the best short films done by the 
Audio Visual Department throughout the year. 

The event was sponsored by NRJ, Vulkan Publicity, Dunkin Donuts, Victory International 
Productions and hosted by the comedian Elie Metri accompanied by the band Dear Ear. 
Breakdance and fire shows were presented by Baro’s academy and AUT’s very own 
student DJ Joe Hannoun was on the decks to guarantee a special dancing night.
The films screened were:



AUT ATTENDS SEM 
CONFERENCE IN LOS ANGELES
In the scope of AUT’s policy in staff training, a delegation of 4 staff members 
attended a training workshop “Student Enrollment Management” held by AACRAO 
in Los Angeles, USA
The delegation was made up of representatives from Admissions, Registrar, 
Student Affairs and Student Success Offices.
The Conference was attended by more than 100 international universities. From 
Lebanon, in addition to AUT, only AUB and LAU were there.
The 4-day conference targeted the new methods in dealing with enrolling students 
as well as how to keep student satisfied throughout their academic years on 
campus; What makes a university successful from the students’ perspective and 
how to build a campus that has all its departments working together towards 
providing students with the best campus experience.    

AUT ATTENDS 
BANNER 
TRAINING IN 
DUBAI

As AUT was among the first universities 
in Lebanon that implemented the 
university administration syte Banner 
by Ellucian as an ERP system, and as it 
is committed strategically to upgrade 
and maintain a high level of quality and 
technology services over its campuses, 
it was very natural to update its staff, in 
the Admissions, Information Systems, 
Accounts Receivables, and Registrar’s 
Offices. Within this spirit, Management 
sent four staff members from the 
above-mentioned offices to Dubai in 
December 2014 to attend Ellucian Live 
Middle East 2014.

The major benefits of attending the 
four-day conference were to

•	 Meet Banner experts and specialists 
at both levels, functional and technical, 
who can provide the insights one may 
need to advance his/her skills.

•	 Attend sessions that can help find 
and understand solutions.

•	 Optimize the usage and capabilities 
of the software.

•	 Be aware of the new and emerging 
technologies.

•	 Attend special pre-conference training 
sessions for new staff members.

•	 Increase connectivity with peers

AUT AND POD
AUT established the Center for Distinction in Teaching and Learning (CDTL) back 
in 2004 in connection with the Professional and Organizational Development 
(POD) Network for Higher Education.

The University then organized the first workshop ever in the Middle East on 
the subject of enhancing faculty’s teaching experience and students’ learning 
experience, so that students can get significant learning experience. In line with 
this, the President and the Deans attended the 39th Annual POD conference on 
the theme of Leverage, in Dallas, TX, November 5-9, 2014.
The workshops were intended to find ways in which “to capitalize on the 
assets to meet the many needs of the higher education community, ideally 
doing more and better work with less effort”. Leverage was examined from a 
myriad of points of view such as leverage of resources, knowledge, experience, 
communities and heart.

 Training & Development
•	 AUT and POD
•	 AUT Attends Banner Training in Dubai
•	 AUT Attends SEM Conference in Los Angeles
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American University of Technology is happy to introduce two programmes of study: one in Banking and Finance and the 
other in Business and Management from University of London, in addition to its current Bachelor of Business Administration 
in Banking and Finance and in Management.

The programmes are characterized by London University’s excellence and innovation under the academic direction of 
London School of Economics and Political Science and are completed in Lebanon without the need to travel to the UK.

Each subject in this new programme is taught at AUT by qualified professors from Lebanon and the UK. Tests are sat 
at the British Council and sent to University of London for marking. Students are invited to benefit from this unique 
opportunity to study the curriculum of the London School of Economics and Political Science and gain two degrees, 
one awarded by the University of London and simultaneously receive a second degree, the Bachelor of Business 
Administration (BBA) awarded by AUT, Lebanon. 

BSc BANKING AND FINANCE
This degree is for you if you:

•	 Want to understand the way in which financial intermediaries and institutions 
operate, and the structure and functioning of financial markets.

•	 Want to learn about the pricing of financial assets and why and how corporations 
choose and issue various types of assets.

•	 Wish to take advantage of “fast track” agreements with certain professional bodies.

This degree will prepare you for a career in accounting, consulting, commercial or 
investment banking, trading and sales or risk management.

BSc BUSINESS AND 
MANAGEMENT
The degree is for you if you wish to:

•	 Acquire the ability to think independently about business and management 
decisions.

•	 Gain a degree which will be valued by employers looking for people who can 
demonstrate logical and quantitative reasoning.

•	 Gain knowledge and understanding of a number of issues in international 
management, while allowing you to learn from issues and experiences relevant 
to your local environment.

This degree will prepare you for a career in areas of business, banking, general 
management, accounting, management consulting and marketing.

PRESTIGE AND CAREER PROGRESSION

The London School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) provides academic 
direction for this programme. LSE is regarded as an international Centre of 
academic excellence and innovation in the social sciences. 

FEATURE 
STORY
LSE at AUT



PROGRAMME
ADVANTAGES
•	 You notably increase your chances for employment 

at top companies around the world and can get 
accepted at the best universities for graduate studies.

•	 You save about $66000 by studying in Lebanon 
instead of London and get the same degree.

• 	 Students interested in gaining international 
experience can spend a semester abroad at one of 
the University of London partners around the world.

•	 You join a network of prestigious alumni who 
have reached top positions in corporations and 
government worldwide. Alumni of UoL include 
Nelson Mandela, Nobel Prize winners George 
Bernard Shaw (1925), Paul Krugman (2008), 
Christopher Pissarides (2010) and 13 more Nobel 
Prize winners in addition to prestigious socio-
political figures like Margaret Thatcher, Tony Blair, 
Mahatma Ghandi.

For more information please contact us at:
+961 9 478 231 or email us at: lse@aut.edu

LAUNCH CEREMONY
A special ceremony was held at AUT on March 27th to announce the launch of 
the collaboration between AUT and London School of Economics/ University of 
London.

The ceremony included words by AUT President Ghada Hinain who spoke of the 
policy adopted by AUT to provide students with wide academic choices, senior 
professor Dr Reza Arabsheibani on behalf of LSE, head of LSE Executive Education- 
LSE Enterprise, Yuri Bikbaev, Donna McGowan, Country Director of the British 
Council who spoke of the relationship with AUT and last but not least Dr Alan Bifani, 
Director General of the Ministry of Finance in Lebanon and head of the special 
Advisory Board for the AUT-LSE program.

Bifani pointed that these two programs respond perfectly to the needs of the financial 
community in Lebanon in general and to the Ministry of Finance needs in particular, 
insisting that as a member of the Advisory Board for this UoL-AUT program, he will 
spare no effort to provide students with many networking opportunities and access to 
high-caliber internships so that graduates enjoy the support conducive to great careers.

Dr. Alain Bifani, (Director General of the Ministry of Finance & President of the UoL/AUT 
Advisory Board) Receives a souvenir plaque from AUT President Ghada Hinain.
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Q: How was the 
education at AUT 
useful to you?
A: AUT provided me with a perfect 
mixture of theoretical as well as applied 
education that was the foundation of 
my graduate studies. I was also given 
the opportunity to spend a full semester 
at the University of Oklahoma as an 
exchange student. That was a scholarship 
awarded to me and another top student 
by the president office based on overall 
school performance.
At AUT we had professors that received 
their education from top schools in the 
United States, and taught for many 
years in colleges, universities around 
the US. Some of these professors also 

Projects worked on:
Dr. Beainy first started as an IT administrator assistant at AUT 
while studying then moved to work in the area of Intelligent 
Transportation Systems (IS) in Oklahoma where his passion 
for robotics and intelligent systems pushed him to work and co 
develop many projects such as an advanced Weight In Motion 
system (WIM) in McAlester and a fully autonomous all terrain 
vehicle (ATV).
Other projects of the AUT graduate include Intelligent Asphalt 
Compaction Analyzer Research (IACA). He developed a mathematical 
model that can relate the changes in the asphalt mat to the vibratory 
response of the roller during compaction. Later on he developed 8 
IACA prototypes and led its field testing which landed him the position 
at VOLVO USA.
In fact the IACA unit was licensed to VOLVO.
During his years in Oklahoma, This AUT alumnus got involved with the 
University of Oklahoma’s Health Sciences department. One of his many 
projects there was the study of skin mechanical properties in obesity and 
obesity related situation using a new approach.
Dr. Beainy also analyzed studies on automated cranial shapes, robotic control 
of distraction devices using CT scan derived 3D models and rapid prototyping 
to simplify repair of traumatic facial fractures and injuries.
He then joined academia at University of Oklahoma and filled the position 
of Research Fellow and Adjunct Instructor.
He has more than 15 publications in the field of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering, Civil and Geotechnical Engineering and Biomedical Engineering.
His research efforts have already resulted in many patents and industry 
sponsorship of over 2 million dollars.
He has and still is a reviewer for several journals and conferences in the USA.
With VOLVO, he’s focused on problem solving and innovation. When asked about 
working with the renowned automobile builder, Dr. Beainy says:

“I don’t just think about innovative and futuristic ideas, but I get to build prototypes and 
prove these ideas and I will see them go into production one day”. 

AUT is very proud of its alumnus and wishes him the best luck in his career.

Meet Dr. Fares Beainy 
through his mini CV

OUR ALUMNI OUR PRIDE
Lebanese Graduate from AUT lands high position in VOLVO USA

worked for international corporations. 
Therefore it wasn’t just a formal 
education from books, but also a great 
amount of experience shared by these 
engineering professors. Moreover, it 
was extremely motivating to listen to 
these professors talk with enthusiasm 
about what they learned and worked 
on in the United States. The curriculum 
was up-to-date and synchronized with 
top universities in the United States. It 
was almost like getting a degree from 
a university in the States.

Q: Fondest memory
at AUT
A: One of my favorite classes was 
the microcontroller laboratory course. 
It followed the actual microcontroller 

course in which we learned all about 
microcontrollers and how to program 
them. It was my first hands-on 
experience to program a microcontroller. 
We used assembly language to 
program the Freescale 68HC11 8-bit 
microcontroller, not C code. In each 
session, we used to team up in groups 
of two students to work on tasks and at 
the end of the day we would be proud to 
demo a functional microcontroller. They 
were simple programs, such as making 
LEDs blink in specific arrangements, or 
create a melody with a buzzer. The best 
part was the unspoken competition 
between the different teams, and the 
bragging that went on after class was 
dismissed by the team who finished 
first. Just talking about these memories 
makes me nostalgic and almost makes 
me feel like I am back in the classroom.

Make sure to read the 
next issue to learn about another 

AUT Alumni Pride and where he or 
she is now working.



Dear friends and colleagues,

  Allow me to introduce myself as an AUT 
student and president of The Book Club. 
My name is Eliane Abou-Serhal. I am a 
19 year-old-girl who likes reading, fishing, 
swimming and hiking. I aim to a level where 
I change something in our beautifully broken 
world. I got my high-school bachelor’s 

degree from "Jounieh Public High-school” 
in the Life Sciences section. I am an AUT 
student majoring in Water Resources and 
Geo-environmental Sciences as well as 
being honored to be the president of the 
Book Club at the university. Acting on its 
purpose and mission, AUT has been very 
active in humanitarian work, international 
development and aid for the local community 
as well as keeping a close watch over 
students. I thank AUT for offering constant 
support for students in their creative ideas 
and activities. As I begin filling my new shoes 
here at AUT, one of my goals is to widen the 
Book Club by inviting you my dear colleagues 
to give this small part of student activity a 
chance before judging. With the help of the 
program that AUT is working on “AUT cares”, 
the Book Club is getting ready to help in caring 
for the community by reading to orphans 
and kindergarten kids at schools. Reading is 

not as most of you know, boring and only for 
“NERDS”. On the contrary, it is an exercise for 
the brain and most importantly it makes you 
more open to the world of thoughts! You all 
know those bodybuilders that workout their 
body often, we readers work our brains often. 
Reading for kids is community work because 
when those kids get used to something it’ll 
grow with them. When you exercise your 
brain, you are training it for harder tasks 
and it’ll build intelligence until you shift it to 
something someday, and as we know our 
country needs more brainy people who 
admire writers and readers. Well, that is the 
quick run-down on me and what I am up to 
these days. Thanks for reading and most 
importantly thanks for AUT for following up 
and encouraging me.

  Sincerely,
  Eliane Abou-Serhal

UP CLOSE & PERSONAL

SPORTS AT AUT

Jbeil High 
School
Fundraising 
Movie
LPJ Seniors Organized the projection of 
2 movies on campus, in order to raise 
enough funds for their prom dinner.

We wish you success in your official 
exams and hope to see you among us 
next year!

Students Competing with 
other universities

Friendly game against other 
universities

Coach Rony Fahed 
giving the team some 
pointers at half time

Rony Fahed coaching the 
basketball team

AUT basketball team before a game

AUT Tripoli students and 
faculty participated in the 
Tripoli Marathon.
The point of departure for the 11,000 runners was the AUT Tripoli campus.
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“Positano bites deep. It is a dream place that isn’t quite real when you are 
there and becomes beckoningly real after you have gone.” John Steinbeck for 
Harper’s Bazaar magazine

Positano is a small picturesque town located south of Italy on the Amalfi Coast.
It has one of the most spectacular coastal views of the Amalfi Coast and sure 
hosts the crème de la crème of the area’s visitors.
Positano is recommended to visit during spring or summer as you can enjoy a 
great swim in the Mediterranean sea.
What better way to unwind and enjoy fresh caught fish!
Its architecture rises up steep slopes that look out on the Sirenuse Islands. Great 
shopping and unforgettable beaches are part of its charm.
It’s the best spot on the Amalfi Coast and you’re guaranteed quiet relaxing times 
as well as culturally rich discoveries.
So why don’t you kick back and check out some of our recommendations on 
what to visit and where to stay.

Where to stay?
Villa Rosa
Via Cristoforo Colombo, 127, 84017 Positano SA, Italy
+39 089 811955
Location: Right in the center, here you can enjoy a breathtaking view of the coast 
and comfort

Casa Buonocore
Via Cristoforo Colombo, 77, 84017 Positano SA, Italy
+39 089 875085
A charming guesthouse and you’re in for a treat!
Spectacular bedrooms and wonderful service, just a 5min walk from many attractions

What to do?
•	 Soak up the sun on Spiagga Grande

Positano’s best beach spot!
Take a boat trip and enjoy the wonders of the Amalfi Coast by sea

•	 The church of Santa Maria Assunta
Has a Byzantine icon of a black Madonna dating from the 13th century

Anecdote:
According to the local legend, the icon had been stolen from Byzantium and 
was being transported by pirates across the Mediterranean. A terrible storm had 
blown up in the waters opposite Positano and the frightened sailors heard a voice 
on board saying “Posa, posa!” (“Put down! Put down!”). The precious icon was 
unloaded and carried to the fishing village and the storm abated.

•	 Positano also has great shops in the centre and produces wonderful Limoncello 
and “L’Albertissimo”, an alcoholic tipple that can only be found at a small 
stall at the main harbour.

The area of Positano was mentioned in many poems and books such as Pablo 
Neruda’s as well as in movies “Under the Tuscan Sun” and “Il Postino, the Postman”.

Make sure to reserve early as places on this marvelous spot of the Italian Coast 
sure go fast. Don’t forget to send a postcard to your loved ones, instagram shots 
will get many likes, we promise you that ;)

Cheers!

POSITANO
(Amalfi Coast)



AUT Extended Campus

AUT CARES FOR
CULTURE & HERITAGE

AUT Campus stretches over around 
25،000 sqm of land.
The existing structure consists of 
3 buildings: The Administration 
building located facing the highway; 
the Agora building where most of the 
teaching takes place; the E building 
reserved for scientific labs and the 
Arts department’s offices.
AUT current campus holds 

•	 20 classrooms
•	 3 scientific research labs
•	 6 computer labs
•	 The Issam Fares auditorium (204 seats)
•	 An exhibition hall
•	 60 offices
•	 A recreational room serving as a 

student lounge
•	 A fully equipped gym
•	 A first aid center

•	 An Independent cafeteria
•	 A basketball court.
The new building will offer 22 additional 
classrooms, 30 offices as well as labs 
and new auditoriums.
In addition, AUT has started growing 
its green area section and is expanding 
it by an additional 2000 sqm where 
students can enjoy spending their 
free time.

The Faculty of Arts and Humanities was 
invited to participate in the celebration of 
the National Heritage Day with Byblos’ 
municipality on May 21st.
The idea was to highlight the importance 
of the archeological sites.

On that day, all sites were open to the 
public free of charge.

AUT students covered 4 main activities:
•	 Art and Photography Exhibition 

2 Alumni students, Lara Trad and 
Clara Christy offered 10 paintings 
for the exhibition. In addition to 
that, all photography students 
were responsible for exposing their 

projects on Byblos and explaining 
the specifications to the public.

•	 Interior Design student Amine 
Chahine exposed his senior project 
entitled “Cultural Center For the 
City of Byblos”

•	 Introducing New Technology to 
explain Byblos sites
The archaeological site of Byblos 
is currently lacking clear on-site 
guidance and communication for 
visitors regarding the historical 
and cultural significance of specific 
archaeological art ifacts and 
constructions. 

AUT developed 5 QR codes used 
for mobile phones explaining with 
digital media what is exhibited. This 
pilot project is intended as an initial 
lead-in to a larger project that shall 
improve the overall Heritage site in 
Byblos in cooperation with Byblos 
Municipality, Ministry of Culture 
DGA, Archaeological Site of Byblos 
and AUT.

• 	 Broadcasting short videos 
prepared by the Audio Visual 
Department students about the 
time of the Phoenicians and Byblos’ 
old port.
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