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Meet new Staff at AUT

Minister Michel 
Najjar:
I Am Proud to 
Belong to the 
AUT Family
During a gathering at AUT on Friday 
31 January 2020 during which 
faculty and staff congratulated 
Provost Dr Michel Najjar on his 
appointment as Minister of Public 
Works and Transport, Minister 
Najjar reassured the audience that 
he will continue being at the helm 
of academic affairs at AUT as he 
is “in  his family at AUT” and that 
“one can never leave his family no 
matter what”.

He insisted on the warm and family-
like atmosphere he felt at AUT and 
praised the staff for their love of the 
university and for the dedication 
with which they accomplish their 
mission. He thanked AUT President 
Ghada Hinain who chose him to 
lead the academic affairs at AUT 
and for the trust she placed in him, 
assuring her he will save no effort 
to serve AUT and its students.

Najjar then spoke of the challenges 
of being a minister in Lebanon at 
the present time and promised 
he would do his best to serve the 
people and the country, while 
expressing optimism about the 
future of Lebanon. A cocktail 
reception followed.
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The New
Dean of Applied 
Sciences:
“I feel really 
privileged to 
lead the Faculty 
of Applied 
Sciences at AUT, 
home of many 
modern and 
competitive 
scientific 
programs."

Read what our new Dean of the 
faculty of Applied Sciences says 
about his position at AUT:
"Following thirty years of national and 
international academic experience, I 
feel really privileged to lead
the Faculty of Applied Sciences at 
AUT; the home of many modern and 
competitive scientific programs.
My colleagues and I are a cohesive 
team who are committed to providing 
high quality education to the
young and inquisitive.
If you want to learn more about what 
we offer in computer science, IT, 

Nutrition or Water Resources, or
if you’d like to see how we can help in 
shaping your future, why not drop in 
for a chat. we’ll be very glad
to see you."
 
Professor Jadayel has recently taken 
the post Dean of the Faculty of Applied 
Sciences at the American
University of Technology. Up till last 
August, he worked at the University of 
Balamand in Lebanon where
he led the Institute of Aeronautics and 
chaired the Mechanical Engineering 
Department.

The Admissions 
department at 
AUT  Now headed 
by Mr. Michel 
Fahim Najjar.
Najjar  brings along a long and 
successful experience in admissions 
and recruitment, having been in charge 
of student recruitment at LAU Byblos 
for over 15 years. Najjar has met with 
all admissions staff and developed 
an action plan for the next academic 
year and has established contact with 
school principals  to serve the higher 
educational needs of the communities 
where AUT campuses are located.
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AUT New Dean
of Arts and 
Humanities 
Wants to
“make his 
faculty a nexus 
of information, 
research and 
creativity 
to which 
academics and 
artists from the 
Middle East all 
flock to”

Sharif Abdunnur

Dr Georges Dorlian on his new 
position as Dean of Arts and 
Humanities:
"After more than four decades in 
the field of teaching humanities and 
literature, and occupying higher 
administrative positions (founding 
various programs, leading PR office, 
and serving as Dean) at the Lebanese 
University, USJ, USEK and the University 
of Balamand); I am honored now to

be part of the American University of 
Technology as Dean of the Faculty of 
Arts and Humanities. I will place all my 
experience and knowledge in service 
of this faculty and university, along 
with my colleagues in the faculty.

In addition to my interest in developing 
the arts and infusing new energy into 
the majors, I also aim to reinvigorate the 
humanities and add new majors and 
divisions (for example political science, 
psychology, physical education…).  
These new majors and the development 
of the old ones will build a strong and 

With a PhD in Communication from 
the European Graduate School  
(Experimental Film), Switzerland 
and an M.A. in History of Land 
Warfare International Perspective 
from the American Military  
University following studies at AUB 
in Philosophy, Sharif brings a very 
rich perspective to his career as a 
film maker and professor of audio-
visual arts.

Currently chair of Audio-Visual 
Arts at AUT, he held the positions 
of chairperson of Mass Media and 
Communications Department and 

rich Faculty of Arts and Humanities. 

The vision is to make this faculty a nexus 
of information, research and creativity 
to which academics and artists from the 
Middle East all flock to. A faculty with a 
vibrant research division, publications, 
conferences, talks, symposium and 
workshops would solidify the faculty’s 
role as cultural, academic and social 
hub for the region.
 
I am sure with the support of the faculty, 
students and administration we will be 
able to achieve these goals and more."

Associate Professor at Balamand 
University and still serves on the 
Graduation Committee for Doctoral 
Defense at the  European Graduate 
School  in Switzerland.

The author of 4 books and 4 
published articles, Abdunnur wrote 
and directed 6 movies and 4 plays 
and received over 43 international 
awards for his work.

Abdunnur teaches various areas 
including film, radio, TV, theater, 
public relations, digital marketing 
and others.
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Coronavirus: Myth vs Fact

MYTH: A vaccine to cure 2019 novel 
coronavirus is available.

FACT: There is no vaccine for the new 
coronavirus right now. Scientists have 
already begun working on a vaccine, 
but developing a vaccine that is safe 
and effective in human beings will 
take many months.

MYTH: You can protect yourself 
from 2019 novel coronavirus by 
swallowing or gargling with bleach, 
taking acetic acid or steroids, or 
using essential oils, salt water, 
ethanol or other substances.

FACT:   None of these recommendations 
protect you from getting sick from 
the coronavirus, and some of these 
practices may be dangerous. The best 
ways to protect yourself from the 
coronavirus (and other viruses) include:
• Washing your hands frequently and 
thoroughly, using soap and hot water.
• Avoiding close contact with people 
who are sick, sneezing or coughing.
• In addition, avoid spreading your 
own germs by coughing into the 
crook of your elbow.

MYTH: The new coronavirus was 
deliberately created or released 
by people.

FACT: Viruses can change over time. 
Occasionally, a disease outbreak 
happens when a virus that is common 
in an animal such as a pig, bat or bird 
undergoes changes and passes to 
humans. This is likely how the new 
coronavirus came to be.

MYTH: People are dying from 2019 
novel coronavirus in many countries.

FACT: As of Feb. 12, 2020, 1,114 people in 
China have died from illness caused by the 
new coronavirus, as well as one person in 
the Philippines. Medical authorities will 
confirm any fatalities in other areas.

MYTH: Ordering or buying products 
shipped from China will make a 
person sick.

FACT: Researchers are studying the 
new coronavirus to learn more about 
how it infects people. As of this writing, 

MYTH: A face mask will protect you 
from 2019 novel coronavirus infection.

FACT: Certain models of professional, 
tight-fitting respirators (such as the 
N95) can protect health care workers 
as they care for infected patients. But 
for the general public, the benefit 
of wearing lightweight disposable 
surgical masks is not clear. Experts say 
they may provide some protection 

scientists note that most viruses like this 
one do not stay alive for very long on 
surfaces, so it is not likely you would get 
sick from a package that was in transit for 
days or weeks. 2019 novel coronavirus is 
most likely transmitted by droplets from 
an infected person’s sneeze or cough, 
but more information is emerging daily.

from large drops, sprays or splashes, 
but because they don’t fit tightly, 
they may allow tiny infected droplets 
to get into the nose, mouth or eyes. 
Also, people with the virus on their 
hands who touch their face under a 
mask might become infected. People 
with a respiratory illness can wear 
these masks to lessen their chance of 
infecting others.

Health Corner
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L´association internationale des universités du troisième age a pour but, notamment:
• De fédérer, dans le monde entier, les Universités du Troisième Age et les 
organisations rejoignant, sous d’autres appellations, ses objectifs.
• De constituer, avec le soutien du réseau des Universités dans le monde, un 
cadre international aux actions d’éducation permanente et de recherche pour, 
par et avec les aînés, tout au long de la vie.
• De développer les transferts de connaissance que la génération aînée réalise 
au profit de l’ensemble de la société.
L'AIUTA rassemble plusieurs milliers d'universités du troisième âge dans le 
Monde à partir de l'adhésion de fédérations d'universités du troisième âge 
et à à partir d'adhésion directe d'universités du troisième âge en Europe, en 
Amériques et Caraïbe, en Afrique et en Asie Pacifique.

U3A program
for the coming weeks

U3A Past Events

Proactivity and Goal Setting, Dr. Georges Abboudeh

Formation du Grand Liban, Dr. Massoud Daher
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Meet Ahmad Halabi who hacked
the US Department of Defense cyber security
Born in Abu-Dhabi UAE, Ahmad Ghassan 
Halabi now lives in Dahr Al Ain. At age 
15, while at Kfarhazir public school, he 
started getting involved in all matters of 
IT- especially programming and security 
by following short documentaries 
and entertaining videos online like 
Facebook and YouTube.
At 16, his laptop was hacked by an 
unknown hacker from the US. This 
started his interest in hacking and 
security and motivated him to learn 
about hacking techniques.
The Baccalaureate years drove him 
away from his main interest but he 
managed to find the time to follow 
pages and websites related to security 
and technology in general.
Not waiting to start university studies, 
he pursued his passion and became 
a Certified ETHICAL HACKER with EC 
Council, Britain. Right after, he joined a 
university in Lebanon then transferred 
to AUT because of the great IT program 
that it offers.
Now in his junior year, Ahmad is 
thankful to AUT whose teaching 
methodology improved his critical 
thinking, problem solving and 
programming; in fact, he insists, that is 
what university can offer, it is up to the 
student to benefit from the expertise 
and knowledge of the professors 
and use them towards developing 
personal interest and "in my case 
it was what we call penetration 
testing, the terminology used for 
hacking to reduce the public fear". 
(Another terminology used is security 
researcher, or ethical hacker)
At 19, Ahmad's expertise in security 
penetration earned him the certificate 
of EC Council Certified Security Analyst.
Among his findings in security testing 
was a bug in the website of the 
university which he brought to the 
attention of the President.
One day Ahmad read about the US 
Dept. of Defense HackerOne program, 

inviting ethical hackers from around 
the world to try and find vulnerabilities 
in their systems. "I decided to give it 
a try, then I submitted my first bug," 
he says with delight. Once done, it 
was verified and accepted, and he 
was listed on their honor list but he 
continued his focus with them until 

he ranked 1st in the Hall of Fame of 
US Dept. of Defense in 2019, ranking 
2520 worldwide, and acquired 2772 
reputations on HackerOne where he 
received 3 times swags.
Ahmad also found vulnerabilities 
in programs like Google, Twitter, 
Telegram, Facebook, LinkedIn, 
Bitdefender, the National Cyber 
Security (UK), Avira, Sophos, Panda, 
and McAfee which offered him a 
career opportunity, but until this 
day he prefers to continue his 

education at AUT. He also found 
vulnerabilities in Huawei, Lenovo, 
Asus, Blackberry, Razor.
Today his main goal is to find 
vulnerabilities in all other programs 
helping companies secure themselves.
When asked about his long term goal, 
Ahmad reveals he would like to teach 

Cyber and Information Security in order 
to enlighten students about promising 
future careers "as this is a worldwide 
teaching gap not limited to Lebanon." 
Ahmad also plans on setting up a 
Cybersecurity company where he can 
continue what he started: Penetration 
Testing and Security.
Asked about what advice he has for 
students, Ahmad says; "DON'T WORK 
HARD, WORK SMART!, stay focused, 
and believe in yourself."
AUT is proud of Ahmad Halabi!

AUT success stories
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Following a successful career in academic research, as well as exploring the future with Volvo CE’s Emerging 
Technologies team, AUT alumnus Dr. Beainy brings his expertise to the Electromobility team as a Strategy 
& Business Development Manager.

Dr. Fares Beainy has more than 13 years of experience with developing emerging technologies and 
products. He is currently the Electromobility Strategy & Business Development Manager after being the 
Machine Intelligence Program Leader at Volvo Construction Equipment. Before joining Volvo, Dr. Beainy 
taught at the University of Oklahoma for two years.

Dr. Beainy earned his MBA from Pennsylvania State University, his Ph.D. in electrical and computer engineering 
as well as a master’s in telecommunication systems from the University of Oklahoma. He earned his Bachelor 
of Science in Computer and Communication Engineering from  American University of Technology.
Dr. Beainy has published more than 30 scientific papers, articles and technical reports, and a number pending 
patents. He has received several awards including the Research Associateship award by the National 
Academies. Dr. Beainy has been a reviewer for several journals and conferences, and has been an organizer 
and a session chair for international conferences. Dr. Beainy also served as an international consultant on 
World Bank-funded projects for the government of Montenegro.

MEET Alumnus FARES BEAINY




